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APHA ABSTRACT

Context: More than 1 million children each year are repottebe victims of abuse, neglect, or
threatened harm.

Objective: To identify risk factors during pregnancy that associated with infant
maltreatment.

Design and Setting: Longitudinal cohort study.
Participants: 189,055 mother-infant dyads in the 1996 Floridiacct

Main Outcome Measur e: Infant maltreatment was defined as a “verified*swme indication”
report of abuse, neglect, or threatened harm &ited child between the age of three days and
one year.

Results: 4,496 children (2.4%) of the 1996 birth cohort lladumented instances of
maltreatment before age one. Of fifteen biomedical sociodemographic variables related to
pregnant women, eleven were significantly assodiaii¢h infant maltreatment. Relative risks
(RR) in order of magnitude were: Medicaid benefigiRR, 3.1; 99% confidence interval [CI],
2.7-3.5); maternal education <HS (RR, 3.0; 99%2;3.4); smoking (RR, 2.7; 99% ClI, 2.5-
3.0); more than two siblings (RR, 2.4; 99% CI, 2.8); high score on Florida's Healthy Start
prenatal risk screening instrument (RR, 2.2; 99%2@-2.5); unmarried marital status (RR, 2.2;
99% Cl, 2.0-2.4); infant born low birth weight (RR6; 99% CI, 1.4-1.8); maternal age <20
(RR, 1.6; 99% CI: 1.4-1.8); inadequate prenatad ¢BRR, 1.6; 99% CI, 1.4-1.7); and
interpregnancy interval <=15 months (RR, 1.4; 99P01(2-1.5).

Conclusions: Eleven biomedical and sociodemographic factorsreppsegnant women were
found to be associated with an elevated risk flanhmaltreatment. More attention needs to be
directed at addressing pregnancy conditions thaélkewe with abusive and harmful treatment of
infants.

Learning Objectives

1. Identifyl1 biomedical and sociodemographic festtors associated with infant maltreatment.
2. ldentify the criteria by which reports of infamiltreatment are categorized.

3. Discuss how the identification of risk factoendie used to develop intervention strategies
and programs.




